County manager quits
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Compares decision to leave to divorce of a couple unable to get along

By AARON ALDRIDGE
Staff Writer

Sullivan County Manager Ed Gil de

Rubio resigned from his position Menday

‘ : citing irreconcilable dif-
AVt ferences,

;" Newport “We accepled his res-

ignation this morning,” commissioner Jeff

Barrette said Monday. “He’ll remain

employed through the end of the year for
consultation or for day-to-day stuff that
comes up.”

Gil de Rubio, who was appointed July
2002, said his decision o leave was dis-
cugsed with the commissioners last week.

“The board and T have known there were
some personalities involved that obstruet-
ed my ability to do the job a5 county man-
ager,” Gil de Rubio said. “We clearly came

to the decision that we were on two dlfferk.

ent parallels.”

Gil de Rubi¢ eompared his decigion to -
leave to, a divoree between a cotple. who "

were unable to get along, - .
“I'm a professignal,” Gil de Rubio said,

“When you stdrt to see that happen, it’s at -

that point it was the time to remove iyself
from the picture.”
Facilities director Greg Chanis was

: appomted interim county mandget by the

dommissidriers, Barrette said,.

“He's jumping in feet first Barrette
saxd “He's a smart guy”

" Barrette said the county reached 4 set-
tlefnent on-a $47 000 severance package
for Gil de Rubio that includes salary and
benefits. '

“The resignation was ot requested,”
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| Barrctte sald “It was time for both of us to move
in different directions.”

Barrette said the position of cmmty hanagér
will remain; but witl a few ¢hanges.

“That positi,on is going to undergo some very
in the coining months,”

Barrette said.

Barrette was ot specific about what changes
would be made, but he did say that Chanis would
be workmg with Gil de Rubio during the transi-
tion. )

“Greg Chanisis & great person 10 eome in,” Gil
de Rubio said. “He works with the budget every
day. T'll be working until Dee. 31 ¢ut of my hoine
to help him out if he needs it.”

Rep. Beverly Rodeschin, R-Newport, said she
wasn't surprised to hear of Gil de Rubio’s resig-
nation and had some adee for the commission-

U prs.
. “IYope that the comiinissionérs will take the

" advice of the study committee from several years

ago fo hire g business mansger with a very
Su‘oﬁg financial background so we céan start try-
ing to protect the taxpayers of Sullwan Cnunty
RodeseHin said.

Rodeschin added that Gil de Rubm will be
missed.
_ YT wish Bd good luck in whataver hlS future
endeavms are,” she said.

Rep. Peter Franklin, D-Newport, had no com-
ment when told about the resignation.

Iin the future, Gil de Rubio said he will contin-
ue working in his profession.

“T' keep ‘doing the same thing,” Gil de Rubio
said. “This is what I do. I have some irons in the
fire.”

As for the fuliire Gf Sullivan County, Gil de
Rubio zaid there are still many challenges:

“Therg’sa lot of hard work léft to be done,” Gil
de Rubio aaid. “T wish everyone the best of Tuck
in their fiture endeavors.”

Gil de Rubio £aid he enjoyed his time working

for the pedple of Sullivan County and with the

staif at liis office.

“ really ‘enjoyed my stay” Gil de Rubio said.
“The staff lias been great. The department heads
are great. The county is very fortunate to have
the people they have worlting for them.”

-County business will be ¢onducted as usual
while Chanis makes the transition into his new
position.

“Couvniy business will continue uninteriupt-
ed,” Barr ette said. “We're going to take things as
they come.” _

Aaron Aldridge can be reached at (860)
5450847 ext. 139, or by email af
aaldridge@eagletimes.coni.



